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second key and decrypts the decoder file in response to the first key. 
Advantageously, the second key is generated in response to the unique identifier and 
a third key. This method of encrypting and playing back the audio data files stored in 



playing back audio data files from a particular type of data storage device having a 
unique identifier, when the audio data files have been copied from another one of the 
same type of data storage device. — 



The specification has been amended to include a reference to the 
priority applications. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-10 have been amended to remove reference indicia. 
Claims 5 and 1 1 are as filed with the International Preliminary Examination Report. 

To meet the requirements of the United States, the Abstract (as 
originally filed in the PCT application) is added. 

No fee is believed to have been incurred by virtue of this amendment. 
However if a fee is incurred on the basis of this amendment, please charge such fee 
against deposit account 07-0832 



the data storage device prevents an apparatus according to the present invention from 
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MARKED UP VERSION OF THE AMENDED CLAIMS 



1. (AMENDED) In a portable audio data processing apparatus [(10)] 



comprising a micro-controller [(22)] coupled to a digital signal processor [(12)], the 
apparatus having a key file and a decryption program stored therein, the apparatus 
adapted to be removably coupled to a data storage device [(32)] having a unique 
identifier, an audio data file and a decoder file stored therein, a method for processing 
the audio data file, the method comprising the steps of: 

identifying [(116, 118)] first and second keys stored in a memory of the 
micro-controller in response to the decryption program; 

retrieving [(130, 134)] the audio data file and the decoder file from the data 
storage device in response to a user selection of the audio data file; 

decrypting [(131)] the decoder file in response to the first key and the 
decryption program; 

generating [(132)] a third key in response to the second key and the unique 
identifier [(49)]; 

decrypting [(132)] the audio data file in response to the third key and the 
decryption program; 

decoding [(133)] the decrypted audio data file in response to the decrypted 
decoder file; and 

providing the decrypted, decoded audio data file to an output device. 

2. (AMENDED) The method of claim 1, wherein the steps of identifying the 
first key and identifying the second key comprise identifying [(118)] a first memory 
location having the first key stored therein and identifying a second memory location 
having the second key stored therein. 

3. (AMENDED) The method of claim 2, wherein the data storage device is a 
solid state memory device [(32)]. 

4. (AMENDED) The method of claim 3, wherein the data storage device is a 
compactflash™ memory card [(32)]. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the data storage device includes a 
plurality of audio data files and decoder files stored therein, each one of the plurality 
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of audio data files being associated with a selected one of the decoder files, the 
retrieving step comprising identifying a selected decoder file associated with the 
audio data files and retrieving the audio data file and the selected decoder file in 
response to the user selection. 

6. (AMENDED) A portable audio data processing apparatus [(10)], 
comprising: 

user input means [(26)] for receiving user inputs; 

data input means [(33, 34)] for receiving digital data; 

a data storage device [(32)] having an audio data file, a decoder file and a 
unique identifier stored therein, the data storage device adapted to be removably 
coupled to the data input means; 

a digital signal processor [(12)]; and 

a micro-controller [(22)] coupled to the user input means, data input means, 
and digital signal processor, the micro-controller transferring [(108)] a decryption 
program and a key file to the digital signal processor in response to the data storage 
device being coupled to the data input means, the digital signal processor identifying 
[(116, 1 18)] first and second keys stored in a memory of the micro-controller in 
response to the decryption program, the micro-controller transferring [(130, 134)] the 
audio data file, the decoder file and the unique identifier from the data storage device 
to the digital signal processor in response to user selection of the audio data file, the 
digital signal processor decrypting [(131)] the decoder file in response to the first key 
and the decryption program, the digital signal processor decrypting [(132)] the audio 
data file in response to the second key, the unique identifier and the decryption 
program, the digital signal processor decoding [(133)] the decrypted audio data file in 
response to the decoder file. 

7. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the digital 
signal processor identifies the first and second keys by identifying first and second 
locations having the first and second keys stored therein. 

8. (AMENDED).. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the data storage 
device comprises a solid state memory device [(32)]. 
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9. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the data storage 
device comprises a compactflash™ memory card [(32)]. 

10. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the data 
storage device [(32)] includes a plurality of audio data files and decoder files stored 
therein, each one of the plurality of audio data files being associated with a selected 
one of the decoder files, the micro-controller [(22)] transferring a selected one of the 
plurality of audio data files and an associated decoder file to the digital signal 
processor [(12)] in response to a user selection. 

11. A compact memory device for storing digital data, the memory device 
adapted to be coupled to a handheld audio playback device, the memory device 
comprising: 

a plurality of memory cells, the memory cells having stored therein: 

a unique identifier associated with the compact memory device; 
an audio data file having audio data encoded in accordance with a 

selected one of a plurality of encoding formats and encrypted using a first key stored 

in a micro-controller of the playback device; 



encoding formats, the decoder file encrypted using the unique identifier and a second 
key stored in the micro-controller of the playback device, the decoder file being 
adapted to be transferred to a digital signal processor for causing the digital signal 
processor to decode the audio data file in accordance with the selected one of a 
plurality of encoding formats; and 

an identifier data file for identifying the correspondence between the 
audio data file and the associated decoder file. 



a decoder file associated with the selected one of a plurality of 
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